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Mahmoud Salehi’s Life.is-at Risk'

Das Leben Mahmoud Salehi’s, einer bekanntesten iragschen
Arbeiteraktivisten, ist in Gefahr

Mahmoud Salehis liv ar i fara!
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date: 21 December 2007
embarga for immediate release

TUC calls for action to save the life of Iranian

trade unionist Mahmoud Salehi

The TUC, along with other human rights organisatjos today (Saturday) demanding proper
medical treatment and a pardon for Mahmoud Sadebakery workers' representative from Sagez
who has been in prison since 2004 and suffers &@@rious kidney disease.

The International Trade Union Confederation (ITUSnnesty International, LabourStart, the
International Union of Foodworkers (IUF), the Imtational Transport Workers Federation (ITF)



are calling for action now because Mahmoud Saléleidth is deteriorating and becoming critical.
The European Union has also expressed concern hlsauntprisonment and medical condition.
TUC General SecretaBrendan Barber said: 'There is genuine reason to fear for Mahmoud
Salehi's life. No trade unionist should have tdesuivhat he and his family have suffered.
Mahmoud requires urgent medical attention and accekis family.

'He shouldn't be in jail at all and the TUC, togettvith trade unionists all over the world, call on
the Iranian government to stop this inhumane treatmow.'

The Iranian Government has recently freed Ebrahismdddi of the Vahed bus workers' union and
Reza Dehgan of the union of building, painters @acbration workers on bail - partly because of
international pressure. However, four further trad®nists - Ebrahim Gohari from the Vahed bus
workers' union and Mohsen Hakimi, Alireza Asghariladossein Gholami, have recently been
arrested.

Brendan Barber continued: '‘By keeping up the pressure, we can togbrotect Mahmoud Salehi
and his trade union colleagues by showing the dra@overnment that they are being watched
around the world. It is vital that Iran's shockimgman and trade union rights record is kept in the
spotlight. It will show trade unionists in Iran tlihey are not alone and ultimately help to force
their release.

"The TUC calls for the release of all those Irartradle unionists imprisoned for their trade union
activities.'

NOTES TO EDITORS:
- To find out more about Mahmoud Salehi gaview.tuc.org.uk/salehi
- To take action immediately, go ldtp://www.amnesty.org.uk/actions_details.asp?Adiiz-386
- All TUC press releases can be foungvaiw.tuc.org.uk
- Register for the TUC's press extranet: a servickusive to journalists wanting to access
pre-embargo releases and reports from the TUCt Wisiv.tuc.org.uk/pressextranet

Contacts:
Media enquiries
Rob Holdsworth M: 07921 236 972 Hioldsworth@tuc.org.uk
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Prominent Labour Activist

Mahmoud Salehi’s Life is at Risk !

As you are aware, Mahmoud Salehi, a well-known lalaativist and a
representative of bakery workers of Sagez, who was airdateng a May Day
demonstration in 2004, has been imprisoned since 2p6F in Sandandaj’s central
prison. Mahmoud has been detained while he suffens $erious kidney disease.
His health is being deteriorated drastically on dadgis. One of his kidneys has
stopped working and the other one requires continandsssential care and
dialysis treatment by specialist physicians.




In recent days, Mahmoud’s physical health has beeersly worsened and his
blood pressure has been increasing. As a resultrdiis vessels are damaged and
he has fallen unconscious a number of times in redzays.

On December 11, 2007, Mahmoud was taken to the itoMtspital in city of
Sanandaj while unconscious. In Sanandaj, there aspemalized facilities for
kidney disease patients, thus in that hospital tieaye only been giving Salehi
tranquilizers and sedatives.

Moreover, Mahmoud Salehi was insulted, mistreatedtlaredhtened with death by
one of the jail security guards last week. Some @fpttisoners have been on hunger
strike to protest such mistreatments.

Labour, human rights and freedom-loving organization$

Mahmoud Salehi’s life is at risk and the Islamic Reukdgime is directly
responsible for his well-being and life. It is absdljteecessary to exert pressures
on the Islamic Republic regime for the freedom of Malid Salehi and his proper
treatment by specialist physicians. We, as represesdatf the solidarity
committees and organizations with the Iranian labpovement ask international
labour and human rights organizations to take urgetiwns by pressurizing the
Islamic Republic for immediate release and treatmentatirkbud Salehi. Our
urgent request is that you formally demand the Isld&Rapublic government to
release Salehi for urgent medical treatment by dedlgpecialist physicians.
Furthermore, we call for a medical mission to b@alished to Iran by concerned
international organizations to visit Salehi for metleseamination and in order to
pressurize the Islamic Republic for his immediate nedreatment.

Signed by:

1- Committee of Solidarity with the Iranian Workers - Aala

2- Committee in Support of Workers in Iran — Toronton&ta

3- Association of Solidarity with the Iranian Workerslerway

4- A Group of Progressive Workers in Exile — Switzerland

5- Committee of Socialist Solidarity with Iranian Werk — France

6- Association of Solidarity with Iranian Workers — KpgBermany

7- Association of Solidarity with Iranian Workers — Framkand

Suburb, Germany

8- Association of Solidarity with Iranian Workers — Haag Germany

9- Committee of Solidarity with Iranian Workers — HangpuGermany

10- Solidarity Group with the Labour Movement-Berlins@any

11- Iranian and Swedish Workers' Solidarity Committee

12- The solidarity Center with Iranian Workers, Guttegh&weden

13- International Alliance in Support of Workers in Iran
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Mahmoud Salehi, spokesperson for the Organisational Committee to Establish Trade
Unions, was reportedly admitted to hospital, unconscious, on 11 December, after
repeatedly collapsing in prison between 4-10 December. During an earlier hospitalisation,
on or around 4 December, the authorities placed restraints on his bed. He may not be
receiving adequate medical care.

Mahmoud Salehi, whom Amnesty International believes is a prisoner of conscience, has
long term medical concerns. A May 2007 request by his doctor that he be accorded
specialist treatment outside the prison has been ignored. He suffers from chronic kidney
disease, as a result of which he required dialysis. He is also said to suffer from a heart
disorder. In December 2007 it was reported that he has grave intestinal edema or swelling
that may be connected with his renal disease.

Following his admission to Tohid (also known as Towhid) Hospital in the city of Sanandaj,
Kordestan province, Mahmoud Salehi received a brain scan. This revealed that blood
vessels in his brain have been damaged. His wife, Najibeh Salehzadeh is reported to have
said on 18 December that “...the physical health of my partner is extremely severe. One of
his kidneys has stopped working and because of being deprived of proper medical
treatment the other kidney is losing its functions. His blood pressure fluctuates and his
blood sugar is surging. He falls unconscious about twice daily. The lack of treatment of his
kidney has affected his heart as well. His feet and legs are swollen and the excessive
injections of tranquilizers have seriously endangered his well-being....”

Mahmoud Salehi was among 20-30 prisoners forcibly moved on 4 December from one
section to another in Sanandaj Central Prison. Given very little time to collect personal
items, Mahmoud Salehi required more time than other prisoners to comply with the order
because of his poor health. As a result of his perceived slowness he was insulted and,
according to reports, a prison guard threatened to kill him. Mahmoud Salehi experienced
raised blood pressure, as a likely consequence of the stress he had experienced during
his transfer between prison sections, and he was taken to Tohid Hospital on or around 4
December, where he was restrained to his bed and administered tranquilisers prior to his
return to prison, the date of which is not known to Amnesty International.

Mahmoud Salehi has been denied visits from his lawyer and family. His family, who live
400km from Sanandaj, have been able to contact him by telephone.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Mahmoud Salehi was arrested after a peaceful demonstration to celebrate May Day 2004.
In November 2005 he was sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and three years' internal
exile in the city of Ghorveh, Kordestan. At his trial, the prosecutor reportedly cited his
trade union activities as evidence against him, and referred to a meeting he had held with
officials from the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU) - now
reconstituted as the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) - in April 2004,
shortly before the May Day demonstrations. His conviction was overturned on appeal, but
after a retrial he was sentenced on 11 November 2006 to four years’ imprisonment for
"conspiring to commit crimes against national security”. He was free until the appeal
hearing on 11 March, when his sentence was reduced to a three-year suspended prison



sentence and one year’s imprisonment, which commenced with his imprisonment on 9
April 2007.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:Please send appeals to arrive as quickly as possibin Persian,
Kurdish, English or your own language:

- urging prison authorities to ensure that Mahmoud Salehi’s ill health be properly
diagnosed as a matter of urgency, and that he be seen by qualified specialist health
professionals where relevant, and provided with appropriate medical treatment.

- reminding prison authorities that according to Rules 33 and 34 of the United Nations
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners chains or irons shall not be used
as restraints and that other instruments of restraints should be used only when and as
long as strictly necessary;

- calling on judicial authorities to provide information about the reasons for the
imprisonment of Mahmoud Salehi;

- expressing concern that Mahmoud Salehi appears to have been incarcerated for what
appears to be his peaceful trade union activities;

- urging that, as a prisoner of conscience detained solely for the peaceful exercise of his
right to freedom of expression and association, the authorities to release Mahmoud Salehi
immediately and unconditionally;

- reminding the authorities to ensure that he has ongoing and regular access to his
lawyers and families;

- reminding the authorities of their obligations under the ICCPR, Article 22 (1) of
which provides for the right to form and join trade unions, and also Iran’s
obligations under Convention 87 (freedom of association) and 98 (right to organise)
of the International Labour Organization, compliance with which is expected as a
condition of Iran’s membership of the ILO.
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http://www.amnesty.org.uk/actions details.asp?ActionID=386

Das Leben Mahmoud Salehi’s, einer bekanntesten
iranischen Arbeiteraktivisten, ist in Gefahr

Mahmoud Salehi, einer der bekanntesten iranischibri&raktivisten und Vorsitzender der
Backerei-Assoziation in der Stadt Sagez (ProvinaliGgan), wurde am 09. April 2007 wegen
seiner Teilnahme an der 1. Mai-Demonstration inr 2804 zu einem Jahr Gefangnis verurteilt
und befindet sich seitdem im Zentralgefangnis dadiSSanandaj (Provinz Kurdistan). Obwohl er
zum Zeitpunkt der Verhaftung an einem Nierenleilinwurde ihm medizinische Behandlung
untersagt. Inzwischen ist eine seiner Nieren aadigef fur die Aufrechterhaltung der
Funktionstichtigkeit seiner zweiten Niere bendgigsofortige arztliche Behandlung und Dialyse.
In den letzten Tagen hat sein gesundheitlicherafwksich dramatisch verschlechtert. Sein
Blutdruck steigt immer wieder so hoch, dass derckauf seine Gehirnadern in den letzten Tagen
mehrmals zur Bewusstlosigkeit gefiihrt hat.

Am 11. Dezember wurde Mahmoud Salehi im ZustandBagvusstlosigkeit in das Tohid-
Krankenhaus in Sanandaj verlegt, in dem es keindiglichkeiten zur Behandlung seiner Nieren
gibt. Ihm werden dort nur Beruhigungsmedikamentalmeicht. Sowohl im Geféngnis als auch im
Krankenhaus liegt Mahmoud Salehi permanent in Harellen ans Bett gefesselt.



Momentan sind einige Gefangene der Stadt Sanand&alidaritat mit ihm in den Hungerstreik
getreten.

Arbeiterorganisationen, humanistische und freiheitéebende Organisationen!

Das Leben Mahmoud Salehi’s ist in Gefahr. Die Ist@ime Republik Iran nimmt seinen Tod
bewusst in Kauf und hat es in der Hand, ihn stedukar Gberleben zu lassen.

Fir die Freilassung Mahmoud Salehi’s und seinenziméschen Behandlung durch Facharzte ist es
notwendig, weltweiten Druck gegen das Regime danmiischen Republik Iran zu organisieren.
Wir als Vertreter der verschiedenen Komitees far$iblidaritat mit den iranischen Arbeitern bitten
Sie alle, sich fir die sofortige Freilassung undliziaische Behandlung Mahmoud Salehi’s
einzusetzen und das Islamische Regime Irans umtexklzu setzen.

Bitte setzen Sie sich offiziell daftir ein, dass Metud Salehi freigelassen wird und von Fachéarzten
behandelt wird oder dass ein internationales TeamPRacharzten fur seine Behandlung zu ihm
gelassen wird.

Mit freundlichen GriuRen

. Solidaritatskomitee mit den iranischen Arbeitern— Australien

. Unterstiitzungskomitee der iranischen Arbeiter Toronto, Kanada

. Solidaritatsverein mit den iranischen Arbeiter -Norwegen

. Gruppe emigrierter Arbeiter — Schweiz

. Sozialistisches Solidaritatskomitee mit den iraschen Arbeitern — Frankreich

. Solidaritatsverein mit den iranischen Arbeitern— Kéln

. Solidaritatsverein mit den iranischen Arbeitern— Frankfurt

. Solidaritatsverein mit der Arbeiterbewegung im ran — Hannover

. Solidaritatskomitee mit den iranischen Arbeitern— Hamburg

10. Iranisch-Schwedisches Solidaritatskomitee — Stkholm

11. Solidaritatsgruppe mit der iranischen Arbeiterbewegung — Berlin

12. Internationale Allianz zur Unterstiitzung der iranischen Arbeiter

13. Solidaritatskomitee mit den iranischen Arbeiten — Géteborg, Schweden
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Den kande arbetaraktivisten

Mahmoud Salehis liv ar i fara !

Som bekant har Mahmoud Salehi, en k&nd arbetarsiktich foretradare for
bageriarbetarna i Sagez, som hade arresterats unétsemajdemonstration 2004,
hallits fangslad sedan april 2007 i centralfangelSatnandaj. Mahmoud har hallits
kvar dar trots att han lider av en allvarlig njursjukdddans hélsa &r pa vag att
forsdmras for varje dag. Den ena av hans njurar tat$lingera, och den andra
fordrar kontinuerlig vard och dialysbehandling av sakstiakare.

De senaste dagarna har nu Mahmouds allméantillstamshggatt en avsevard
forsamring och blodtrycket stigit. Till f6ljd haraahhans blodkérl tagit skada, och
han har forlorat medvetandet vid ett flertal tillféle



Den 11 december 2007 6verférdes Mahmoud medvetdldewhidsjukhuset i
Sanandaj. Det finns ingen specialistmottagningifirsjukdomar i Sanandaj, sa pa
detta sjukhus har Salehi endast kunnat fa sméaatsdil medel och somnmedel.

Dessutom utsatte en av fangelsets sékerhetsvaktendal Salehi for krankande
tillmalen, allmant illa behandlad och dodshot i foweckan. Ett antal bland fangarna
har hungerstrejkat i protest mot sadan usel behandling

Arbetar-, manniskoréatts- och frihetsstrdvande organisatoner!

Mahmoud Salehis liv ar i fara och den islamiskamegi ar direkt ansvarig for hans
liv och halsa. Det &r absolut nédvandigt att satess pa den islamiska regimen for
att fa Mahmoud Salehi fri och for att han ska fa dehandling han behover av
specialister. Som representanter for solidaritetskomanitiéh organisationer inom
den iranska arbetarrorelsen ber vi arbetar- och mamats&organisationer
internationellt att vidta skyndsamma atgarder somfkama den islamiska
republiken att utan drojsmal slappa Mahmoud Salefhinoedge honom den akuta
behandling han ar i behov av. Vi vill &ven uppmahaildandet av en lakargrupp
som kan skickas till Iran av berérda internationeliganisationer for att bestka
Salehi, undersoka honom samt trycka pa den islamégkabliken att ga med pa
medicinsk behandling snarast majligt.

Undertecknare:

1- Solidaritetskommittén for Irans arbetare - Australien

2- Stodkommittén for Irans arbetare — Toronto, Kanada

3- Solidaritetsférening med Irans arbetare — Norge

4- En grupp progressiva arbetare i exil — Schweiz

5- Socialistiska solidaritetskommittén for Irans arbetaFrankrike

6- Solidaritetsforeningen for Irans arbetare — Kdln, Tarstt

7- Solidaritetsforeningen for Irans arbetare — Frankfuraim, Tyskland

8- Solidaritetsféreningen for Irans arbetare — Hannoweskland

9- Solidaritetskommittén for Irans arbetare — Hamburgklaysl

10- Solidaritetsgruppen for arbetarrérelsen — Berlin, Teysk

11- Iransk-svenska arbetarsolidaritetskommittén

12- Solidaritetsforeningen med Irans arbetare — Gdgebo

13- Internationella Alliansen till Stod for Arbetarnkan
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Stockholm, Sweden 2007-12-15

Att:

MEDICINS SANS FRONTIERES
Rue de Lausanne 78

CP 116 - 1211- Geneva 21

SWITZERLAND

Regarding imprisonment of Mahmoud Salehi

in Sanarjda



Our letter is about a person who was imprisoned i\pril 2007 due to his participation in the first of
May celebration of the workers movement in Iran andmore specific in the city of Saghz. Mahmoud
Salehi works as a baker and is one of the local wm leaders of the bakery employees in Saghz in the
Kurdish region of Iran. This is the third time he is arrested due to the same reasons. We are writing
your organisation because Mahmoud is suffering frona severe iliness and he is not getting the proper
care and medicine that he needs. The governmentssopping the doctors from giving him the proper
care and medicine (see page 2 for medical historyd condition).

The situation for Mahmoud is extremely critical. He and his family do not receive any help or
support and they have no possibility to influencehte care and medicine he needs. We appeal to your
organisation to try and help Mahmoud and his familys hopeless situation in any way you can. The
recognization your organisation has worldwide as é&humanitary aid for people in need have the
influence to improve the situation of Mahmoud Saleh

We who write this letter have been working as medine doctors for several years in Iranian
Kurdistan and since many years being living and wdding in Sweden. According to many reliable
medical reports via our colleagues from Iran, we hee been convinced that Mahmoud Salehi needs an
urgent intensive care.

This letter will also be send to Medecins Sans éntiers of Sweden as well as Amnesty International,
Amnesty Sweden, Red Cross with the appeal of help.

1- Ehsan Rafiee MD Family Physician Farsta Clinic Stockholm - Seed

2- Hamid Ardalan MD Pediatrician, Child Psychiatrist Lowenstromska pitzd Stockholm- Sweden

3- Osman Fathi MD Psychiatrist Akademiska Hospital Psychiatric Dépant Uppsala- Sweden

4- Ahmad Azizpoor MD Rheumatologist Dandryd Hospital Tek 46 73 94 63 732 Stockholm- Sweden
5- Mohammad Azizi MD Neurosurgeon Akademiska Hospital Uppsala- Sweden

6- Sara Hosseiny MD Dermatologist Gavle Hospital Gavle Sweden

7- Osman Hosseinzadeh MFamily Physician Asa Clinic Géteborg- Sweden

Medical history/condition

Mahmoud is suffering from autosomal dominant postizykidney disease (ADPKD). This was diagnosed
for many years ago and he was operated 1981. Haaped chronic flank pain as the result of enlargeim
of cysts in the kidneys. He has had constitutieyaiptom as fatigue, weakness and repeatedly urtrecy
infection and nephrolithiasis. His disease, as ktow, is a progressive disease and he has devetepall
insufficience. He also suffers from several conmgilmns due to the disease as hypertension, hyjakmiipa,
proteinuria and haematoria since a few years ago.

During his imprisonment he has at several timemntmoved to the hospital due to his critical coodibut
only been kept there for a short while before mgviim back to prison. The care he has receivetiaat t
hospital is insufficient; the government does rilmva the doctors to give him the proper care andliciee
that he needs.



Recently he was moved to hospital again and nowdrislition is really critical. His wife briefly mdtim at

the hospital while he was coughed to the bed bgthrtn and leg (se picture enclosed). During het fies
was feeling nausea, vomiting and had a severe bbadiespite strong analgetic and opoids. She had th
opportunity to speak with his doctor and he sait this condition is very critical. The doctor expkd that

his blood pressure was 250/110, and that he wéerswf of urinary tract infection and nephrolith&sThe
creatinine’s level is very high, and the kidneyseamlarged. He only urinates small amounts.

According to the doctor, Mahmoud has sever renalr&awhich requires regularly hemodialysis andnthe
most probably kidney transplantation.

Stoduttalande fran CAS

Mahmoud Salehis liv ar 1 fara!

Mahmoud Salehi arresterades efter forsta maj detnadion 2004 och han fangslades i borjan av
2007. Nu bestraffas han i Sanandajs central faagklahmouds hélsa ar mycket kritiskt och lider
av smarta och vark. Han vagras vard for sina be®e&ir ena njuren har slutat fungera, han
behover dialys och specialist vard omedelbart. $akitdder han av allvarliga hjartrubbningar.
Kontentan blir att hans hélsa blir allt samre. Halosltyck ar hogt vilket paverkar hans blodkarl i
hjarnan. Han far hjalp bara med lugnande medicmn@gon specialistlakare finns inte i narheten.
Mahmoud Salehis liv &r i fara. Islamiska republigieenregimen ar skyldig om han dor.
For Mahmoud Salehis frinet och nddvandiga vard eli@t kamp mot den Islamiska
republikanska regimen.
Vi stdder internationell kamp for frigivning av Matoud Salehi och hans liv och hélsa och
kdmpar mot Islamiska regimen och kraver Mahmoueét8slfrinet omedelbart.
Vi kraver att Islamiska regimen ger méjligheterms@Mahmoud far specialistvard snarast mojligt,
under ett internationellt manskligt organ och lé&kared ratt kunskap.
Att ett lakarteam fran internationella organisaéiofér undersoka Mahmoud Salehi och handha
hans behov av vard omedelbart.

Center for arbetarsocialister i Sverige — CAS



